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by the Huguenot writers. The greater part of the
Catholic clergy and many of the laity believed in the
indissoluble connection of Church and State. In their
eyes the title of the " Very Christian King" de-
pended on his coronation and unction with the
miraculous oil at Rheims. It could hardly therefore
be expected that the conservative and personal
feeling which had attached the majority of the
nobility and of the magistracy to Henry III. would
be transferred to Henry IV.

On hearing of the attempt on the King's life,
Navarre had hurried from his quarters at Meudon
to the bedside of Henry III. at St. Cloud. Holding
his successor's hand the dying man had said to the
nobles who were thronging the room, " I beg you
as my friends, and command you as your King, to
recognise my brother here after my death." Upon
which all present had with many protestations
pledged their faith to Henry of Bourbon.
, But all was changed when sixteen hours later he
again came to the royal quarters. He was received
as their liege lord by the officers of the household,
but in the chamber of death he found the corpse
watched by two friars and many courtiers, who, after
a scanty salute, gathered in knots with scowling
faces and angry gestures, loudly protesting to each
other that they would rather die a hundred deaths
than serve a heretic master.

D'O, a man of the vilest reputation, who, by the
ignominy of a " mignon " and the arts of a swindler,
had earned the office of minister of finance, whose
shameless prodigality was supported by an insatiable